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Art Unit: 2623 

DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 and 94 have been considered but 

are not persuasive. 

First, applicant argues that Farris is non-analogous art, citing that the bulk 
of Farris' disclosure is aimed towards a service provisioning system and not an 
interactive television application (applicant's remarks, page 30). 

In response, the Farris disclosure is relied upon merely as evidence that 
newsgroups were a known and desirable source of Internet content at the time. 
This is analogous and pertinent to the Stautner and Yen references because 
both use the Internet as a source of content (Stautner, col. 5, lines 15-36 and 
Yen, fig. 1). 

Second, applicant argues that Yen does not disclose cross-referencing as 
claimed, but instead teaches cross-linking (applicant's remarks, page 31). 

In response, the applicant's originally filed disclosure describes cross- 
referencing such that the Yen reference performs an analogous function, in spite 
of the slight difference in wording. Applicant's originally filed disclosure states: 
"The set of newsgroups may be cross-referenced with the programs, 
channels, and other topics covered by the interactive television program 
guide or other interactive television application. For example, while 
accessing newsgroup message in a newsgroup related to "The Dukes of 
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Hazard," a user may be provided with the ability to view other content 
related to The Dukes of Hazard. Links to television programmed related 
to The Dukes of Hazard may be provided. Links to other newsgroups 
related to The Dukes of Hazard may be provided. A newsgroup may be 
cross-referenced to multiple topics. Cross-referencing may be performed 
manually or automatically. Cross-referencing may be performed once 
when a newsgroup is added into the system, or the cross-references may 
be updated continually based on the content of the newsgroup messages 
in the newsgroup. This cross-referencing allows the user to easily find all 
newsgroups that may be related to a specific topic of interest." (page 7, 
lines 1-19) 

Cross-referencing, as described in the specification, is an analogous process to 
the cross-linking of Yen, as Yen teaches to cross-link content is to provide links 
within a first set of content which allows at least a second set of content to be 
access, via the link. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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3. Claims 1-11, 14, 15, 94-104, 107, 108, 187, and 190 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Stautner et al. (6,172,677, of record) 
[Stautner] in view of Farris et al. (5,881,131, of record) [Farris] and Yen et al. 
(5,991,799, of record) [Yen]. 

Regarding claims 1, 94, 187, and 190, Stautner discloses a method and 
system for allowing a user to access additional data via an interactive television 
application that is implemented using user television equipment having a display 
on which content is displayed (see fig. 2), comprising: 

displaying a plurality of program listings in the interactive television 
application on the display, wherein at least one of the program listings have 
associated additional data related to the subject mater of the program listing (see 
fig. 2); 

notifying the user of the availability of the additional data related to the 
subject matter of the program listing (the visible icons listed in the program guide 
provide links to the additional data when it is available, see fig. 2, links 30-80); 

allowing the user to issue a command associated with viewing the 
additional data (col. 5, lines 15-43); and 

displaying the additional data on the display upon the user issuing the 
command (col. 5, lines 15-43). 

Stautner fails to disclose the additional data is newsgroup listings which 
are cross referenced to an aspect of the program listing by the interactive 
television application, wherein users are allowed to select one of the newsgroup 
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listings and newsgroup message listings associated with the selected newsgroup 
listing are displayed upon a user selecting the newsgroup listing. 

In an analogous art, Farris teaches the use of newsgroups as an Internet 
source of information on all manner of topics (col. 22 line 52 - col. 23 line 27), 
wherein newsgroups are extremely popular online forums for users to share 
information (col. 22, lines 53-58 and col. 23, lines 18-27). 

It would have been obvious at the time to a person of ordinary skill in the 
art to modify the method and system of Stautner to access newsgroup listings, as 
taught by Farris, for the benefit of incorporating extremely popular and user 
interactive sources of information. Allowing users to select one of the newsgroup 
listings and newsgroup message listings associated with the selected newsgroup 
listing are displayed upon a user selecting the newsgroup listing is the manner in 
which newsgroup listings are presented to users, as described above. 

Stautner and Farris fail to disclose the newsgroup listings are cross- 
referenced to an aspect of the program listing by the interactive television 
application. 

In an analogous art, Yen teaches a system for providing additional 
information regarding programming being viewed (col. 3, lines 5-10) wherein 
additional information presented is selected by cross-referencing it with aspect of 
a program listing (such as subject matter, topic, or actors, col. 7, lines 26-67 and 
col. 8 line 58 - col. 9 line 12), providing the benefit of identifying content that is 
both relevant to the broadcast program being viewed and that is of interest to the 
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viewer ("using one information source to determine priority for another" col. 3, 
lines 10-25). 

It would have been obvious at the time to a person of ordinary skill in the 
art to modify the method and system of Stautner and Farris to include cross 
referencing the newsgroup listings to an aspect of the program listing by the 
interactive television application, as taught by Yen, for the benefit of identifying 
listings that are both relevant to the broadcast program being viewed and are of 
interest to the viewer. 

Regarding claims 2-4 and 95-97, Stautner, Farris, and Yen disclose the 
method and system of claims 1 and 94, wherein the newsgroups listings includes 
USENET group listings (Farris, col. 22, lines 53-58), but fail to disclose the 
newsgroup listings include proprietary newsgroup listings or third-party 
newsgroup listings. 

Newsgroups that are hosted by any party with an interest in the subject to 
which the newsgroup is aimed, including proprietary parties and third parties, 
such as individual users, fan clubs, advertisers, sponsors, and content providers, 
and all such newsgroups are more than often available and open to the public at 
large for perusal. 

It would have been obvious at the time to a person of ordinary skill in the 
art to modify the method and system disclosed by Stautner, Farris, and Yen to 
include proprietary newsgroup listings and third-party newsgroup listings, as such 
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group listings are available for all manner topics, and including proprietary and/or 
third party listings would increase the diversity of information retrieved for viewing 
by a user. 

Regarding claims 5 and 98, Stautner, Farris, and Yen disclose the method 
and system of claims 1 and 94, including simultaneously displaying the content 
on the display (see Stautner, fig. 3). 

Regarding claims 6 and 99, Stautner, Farris, and Yen disclose the method 
and system of claims 1 and 94, wherein issuing a command is comprised of 
pressing a button on a remote control (Stautner, col. 4, lines 54-64). 

Regarding claims 7 and 100, Stautner, Farris, and Yen disclose the 
method and system of claims 1 and 94, wherein issuing a command is comprised 
of selecting a selectable element from the display (Stautner, col. 5, lines 15-43). 

Regarding claims 9, 10, 102, and 103, Stautner, Farris, and Yen disclose 
the method and system of claims 1 and 94, wherein all available newsgroup 
message listings are displayed (as all the available displayed messages are the 
newest messages, as Farris teaches older messages are periodically purged to 
make room for new messages, col. 23, lines 6-11). 
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Regarding claims 11 and 104, Stautner, Farris, and Yen disclose the 
method and system of claims 1 and 94, wherein users are allowed to select one 
of the newsgroup message listings and, upon selection, displaying the 
newsgroup message associated with the selected newsgroup message listing on 
the display (as this is how newsgroups operate in practice). 

Regarding claims 14 and 107, Stautner, Farris, and Yen disclose the 
method and system of claims 1 and 94, including displaying a plurality of 
newsgroup listings on the display upon the user issuing the command, wherein 
each of the newsgroup listings that are displayed is related to the subject matter 
of the program listing (as this is how newsgroups operate in practice, when a 
user is connected to a newsgroup, that user is presented with a list of listings 
posted by individuals, the contents of said listings being related to the topic of the 
particular newsgroup). 

Regarding claims 15 and 108, Stautner, Farris, and Yen disclose the 
method and system of claims 1 and 94, wherein the interactive television 
application is an interactive television program guide (see Stautner, fig. 2). 



4. Claims 12 and 105 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Stautner, Farris, and Yen as applied to claims 1 1 and 104 above, and further in 
view of Dillon et al. (US 2002/0059526 A1 , of record) [Dillon]. 
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Regarding claims 12 and 105, Stautner, Farris, and Yen disclose the 
method and system of claims 1 1 and 104, but fail to disclose allowing the user to 
access at least one attachment associated with the displayed newsgroup 
message, activating an application associated with the attachment, and using the 
application to display the content of the attachment. 

In an analogous art, Dillon teaches it is common for newsgroup messages 
to include attachments (paragraph 0007), wherein accessing the attachments 
requires activating an application which displays the content of the attachment 
(such as a media player for audio or video files, or an image viewer for static 
image files). 

It would have been obvious at the time to a person of ordinary skill in the 
art to modify the method and system of Stautner, Farris, and Yen to include 
allowing the user to access at least one attachment associated with the displayed 
newsgroup message, activating an application associated with the attachment, 
and using the application to display the content of the attachment, as taught by 
Dillon, for the benefit of enabling users to view the attachments that are often 
included with newsgroup messages. 

5. Claims 13 and 106 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Stautner, Farris, and Yen as applied to claims 1 and 94 above, and further in view 
of Alexander et al. (6,177,931, of record) [Alexander]. 
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Regarding claims 13 and 106, Stautner, Farris, and Yen disclose the 
method and system of claims 1 and 94, but fail to disclose simultaneously 
displaying an interactive advertisement on the display. 

In an analogous art, Alexander teaches an electronic program guide (fig. 
8) wherein users are presented with interactive advertisements (col. 4, lines 35- 
43) simultaneously with other content (fig. 1), providing an improved opportunity 
for commercial advertisers to reach viewers (item F listed in the summary in col. 
2). 

It would have been obvious at the time to a person of ordinary skill in the 
art to modify the method and system disclosed by Stautner, Farris, and Yen to 
include simultaneously displaying an interactive advertisement on this display, as 
taught by Alexander, for the benefit of providing commercial advertisers improved 
opportunities to reach viewer using high visibility advertisements. 

6. Claims 27-33, 120-126, 188, and 191, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Stautner in view of Farris, Scharber et al. (6,374,290, of 
record) [Scharber], Humes (5,996,01 1 , of record), and Yen. 

Regarding claims 27, 32, 33, 120, 125, 126, 188, and 191, Stautner 
discloses a method and system for displaying additional information to a user of 
an interactive television application (fig. 2) comprising, allowing the user to use 
the interactive television application to access the additional information, and 
displaying the additional information to the user (col. 5, lines 15-43). 
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Stautner fails to disclose the additional data is moderated newsgroup 
listings, and using an automatic filter to moderate the newsgroup messages, 
wherein each of the newsgroup messages is associated with a respective 
newsgroup and is moderated to meet a predefined rating associated with the 
respective newsgroup, wherein newsgroup messages that do not meet the 
predefined rating are automatically edited to meet the predefined rating 
associated with the respective newsgroup, and at least one newsgroup message 
being cross-referenced by the interactive television application to an aspect of at 
least one program listing. 

In an analogous art, Farris teaches the use of moderated newsgroups as 
an Internet source of information on all manner of topics (col. 22 line 52 - dbl. 23 
line 27), wherein newsgroups are extremely popular online forums for users to 
share information (col. 22, lines 53-58 and col. 23, lines 18-27). 

It would have been obvious at the time to a person of ordinary skill in the 
art to modify the method and system of Stautner to access moderated 
newsgroup listings, as taught by Farris, for the benefit of incorporating extremely 
popular and user interactive sources of information. 

Stautner and Farris fail to disclose using an automatic filter to moderate 
the newsgroup messages, wherein each of the newsgroup messages is 
associated with a respective newsgroup and is moderated to meet a predefined 
rating associated with the respective newsgroup, wherein newsgroup messages 
that do not meet the predefined rating are automatically edited to meet the 
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predefined rating associated with the respective newsgroup, and at least one 
newsgroup message being cross-referenced by the interactive television 
application to an aspect of at least one program listing. 

In an analogous art, Scharber teaches self moderated virtual communities 
(col. 2, lines 44-46) wherein ratings are associated with different groups (col. 3, 
lines 46-31), and said ratings determine how messages in the groups are 
automatically filtered (the automatic filter is the NNRP agent, col. 3 line 63 - col. 
4 line 15), allowing virtual communities to automatically self moderate 
themselves to remove objectionable content from messages according to the 
preferences of the users (col. 4, lines 16-42). 

It would have been obvious at the time to a person of ordinary skill in the 
art to modify the method and system disclosed by Stautner and Farris to include 
predefined ratings for newsgroups, wherein messages are automatically filtered 
according to said predefined ratings, as taught by Scharber, for the benefit of 
enabling self moderation of newsgroups to remove objectionable content from 
messages. 

Stautner, Farris, and Scharber fail to disclose newsgroup messages that 
do not meet the predefined rating are automatically edited to meet the predefined 
rating associated with the respective newsgroup, and at least one newsgroup 
message being cross-referenced by the interactive television application to an 
aspect of at least one program listing. 
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In an analogous art, Humes teaches a system for filtering data received by 
computer system wherein content is editied to meet a predefined rating (col. 7, 
lines 48-54) for the benefit of allowing users to access the non-objectionable 
portions of messages as opposed to completely removing them (co. 2, lines 22- 
39). 

It would have been obvious at the time to a person of ordinary skill in the 
art to modify the method and system disclosed by Stautner, Farris, and Scharber 
to include editing content to meet a predefined rating, as taught by Humes, for 
the benefit of allowing users to access the non-objectionable portions of 
messages as opposed to completely removing them. 

Stautner, Farris, Scharber, and Humes fail to disclose at least one 
newsgroup message being cross-referenced by the interactive television 
application to an aspect of at least one program listing. 

In an analogous art, Yen teaches a system for providing additional 
information regarding programming being viewed (col. 3, lines 5-10) wherein 
additional information presented is selected by cross referencing it with aspect of 
a program listing (such as subject matter, topic, or actors, col. 7, lines 26-67 and 
col. 8 line 58 - col. 9 line 12), providing the benefit of identifying content that is 
both relevant to the broadcast program being viewed and that is of interest to the 
viewer ("using one information source to determine priority for another" col. 3, 
lines 10-25). 
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It would have been obvious at the time to a person of ordinary skill in the 
art to modify the method and system of Stautner, Farris, Scharber, and Humes to 
include cross referencing the newsgroup listings to an aspect of the program 
listing, as taught by Yen, for the benefit of identifying listings that are both 
relevant to the broadcast program being viewed and are of interest to the viewer. 

Regarding claims 28 and 121, Stautner, Farris, Scharber, Humes, and 
Yen disclose the method and system of claims 27 and 120, and further disclose 
using a human moderator to moderate the newsgroup message (Farris, col. 22, 
lines 52-65). 

Regarding claims 29-31 and 122-124, Stautner, Farris, Scharber, Humes, 
and Yen disclose the method and system of claims 27 and 120, but fail to 
disclose exactly where the moderation takes place. 

It is notoriously well known to moderate, or filter, content delivered to 
users at both main facilities, such as television distribution facilities, and at 
locations other than main facilities, such as receiver stations, where main 
facilities will only broadcast content which is allowed to be viewed by certain 
users and receiver stations will only display content which is allowed to be 
viewed by certain users. 

It would have been obvious at the time to a person of ordinary skill in the 
art to modify the method and system of Stautner, Farris, Scharber, Humes, and 
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Yen to perform the moderation at either a main facility, such as a television 
broadcast facility, or at a location other than a main facility or television broadcast 
facility, such as at the receiver station. The benefit of performing moderation at a 
main facility, such as a television broadcast facility, would allow the moderation 
to be controlled at a remote location, for controlling the delivery of content with 
regards to usage rights and/or privileges, such as paid or exclusive content going 
only to those users who have paid for or otherwise have the right to said content. 
The benefit of providing moderation at a location other than a main facility or 
television distribution facility would allow the moderation to be controlled locally, 
such as providing parental control moderation. 

7. Claims 34, 35, 37, 127, 128, and 130 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Stautner, Farris, Scharber, Humes, and Yen as applied to 
claims 27 and 120 above, and further in view of Cirasole et al. (5,987,606, of record) 
[Cirasole]. 

Regarding claims 34 and 127, Stautner, Farris, Scharber, Humes, and 
Yen disclose the method and system of claims 27 and 120, but fail to disclose 
allowing users to use the interactive television program guide to selectively 
identify and block access to particular newsgroups. 

In an analogous art, Cirasole discloses allowing users to selectively 
identify and block access to particular sources of content (col. 5, lines 31-43), for 
the benefit of limiting sources to exclude unauthorized sources. 
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It would have been obvious at the time to a person of ordinary skill in the 
art to modify the method and system of Stautner, Farris, Scharber, Humes, and 
Yen to include allowing users to selectively identify and block access to particular 
content sources, as taught by Cirasole, using the interactive television program 
guide, for the benefit of limiting sources to exclude unauthorized sources, 
providing parental control over available newsgroups. 

Regarding claims 35 and 128, Stautner, Farris, Scharber, Humes, Yen, 
and Cirasole disclose the method and system of claims 34 and 127, wherein 
Cirasole further discloses displaying a message to a user who attempts to 
access an unauthorized content source (col. 5, lines 44-50), alerting a user to the 
status of the content source with respect to the user. 

Regarding claims 37 and 130, Stautner, Farris, Scharber, Humes, Yen, 
and Cirasole disclose the method and system of claims 34 and 127, wherein the 
interactive television application is an interactive television program guide (see 
Stautner, fig. 2). 

8. Claims 36 and 129 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Stautner, Farris, Scharber, Humes, Yen, and Cirasole as applied to claims 34 and 
127 above, and further in view of Dillon. 
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Regarding claims 36 and 129, Stautner, Farris, Scharber, Humes, Yen, 
and Cirasole disclose the method and system of claims 34 and 127, but fail to 
disclose allowing one user to set an access code, allowing any number of users 
to attempt to access the selected newsgroups, asking the user attempting to 
access any of the selected newsgroups to enter the access code, and giving the 
user attempting to access any of the selected newsgroups access to the selected 
newsgroups one the user enters the access code. 

In an analogous art, Dillon teaches enabling a user to password protect 
access to newsgroups at a subscriber location (paragraph 56), enhancing the 
security of a subscriber station. 

It would have been obvious at the time to a person of ordinary skill in the 
art to modify the method and system disclosed by Stautner, Farris, Scharber, 
Humes, Yen, and Cirasole to password protect access to newsgroups at t 
subscriber location, as taught by Dillon, providing enhanced security at the user 
location regarding the access to newsgroups, such that the primary user can 
selectively share said password with other trusted users. 

9. Claims 53-57, 60-62, 146-150, 153-155, 189, and 192, are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Alexander in view of Farris and Yen. 

Regarding claims 53, 146, 189, and 192, Alexander discloses a method 
and system for displaying interactive television program guide content to a user 
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(fig. 1) on user television equipment having a display (col. 3, lines 1-20), 
comprising: 

Displaying television programming in a reduced size window in a first 
section of the display (fig. 1, PIP window 12, col. 3, lines 56-62); and 

Simultaneously displaying additional information in a second section of the 
display (grid guide 22 displays additional information regarding programs, col. 4 
line 62 - col. 5 line 4); and 

simultaneously displaying other content in a third section of the display 
(fig. 1, Ad Window 16), wherein the additional information is related to the subject 
matter of the television programming (when the PIP is in unlocked mode, the 
program for which additional information is shown is that which is being displayed 
in the first section, col. 3 line 63 - col. 4 line 13 and col. 4 line 62 - col. 5 line 4), 
and thus also the other content, which is also related to the subject matter of the 
television programming (col. 26 line 57 - col. 27 line 2). 

Alexander fails to disclose the additional information consists of 
newsgroup content cross-referenced to an aspect of the television programming, 
wherein users select a newsgroup message listing of the newsgroup message 
listings and a newsgroup message associated with the selected newsgroup 
message listing upon the user selection of the newsgroup message listing is 
displayed. 

In an analogous art, Farris teaches the use of newsgroups as a source of 
information on all manner of topics (col. 22 line 52 - col. 23 line 27), wherein 
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newsgroups are extremely popular online forums for users to share information 
(col. 22, lines 53-58 and col. 23, lines 18-27). 

It would have been obvious at the time to a person of ordinary skill in the 
art to modify the method and system of Alexander to access newsgroup content, 
as taught by Farris, for the benefit of incorporating extremely popular and user 
interactive sources of information. User selection of a newsgroup message 
listing of the newsgroup message listings and a newsgroup message associated 
with the selected newsgroup message listing upon the user selection of the 
newsgroup message listing being displayed is the manner in which newsgroups 
messages are accessed. 

Alexander and Farris fail to disclose the newsgroup listings are cross- 
referenced to an aspect of the television programming. 

In an analogous art, Yen teaches a system for providing additional 
information regarding programming being viewed (col. 3, lines 5-10) wherein 
additional information presented is selected by cross referencing it with aspect of 
a program listing (such as subject matter, topic, or actors, col. 7, lines 26-67 and 
col. 8 line 58 - col. 9 line 12), providing the benefit of identifying content that is 
both relevant to the broadcast program being viewed and that is of interest to the 
viewer ("using one information source to determine priority for another" col. 3, 
lines 10-25). 

It would have been obvious at the time to a person of ordinary skill in the 
art to modify the method and system of Alexander and Farris to include cross 
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referencing the newsgroup listings to an aspect of the television programming, as 
taught by Yen, for the benefit of identifying listings that are both relevant to the 
broadcast program being viewed and are of interest to the viewer. 

Regarding claims 54 and 147, Alexander, Farris, and Yen disclose the 
method and system of claims 53 and 146, wherein the other content is comprised 
of an interactive advertisement (Alexander, fig. 1, Ad Window 16, col. 4, lines 35- 
43). 

Regarding claims 55, 56, 57, 148, 149, and 150, Alexander, Farris, and 
Yen disclose the method and system of claims 53 and 146, wherein the 
newsgroup content includes newsgroup listings, message listings, and messages 
(this is the manner in which newsgroups operate, users select a desired 
newsgroup listing in order to enter a desired newsgroup, and are then presented 
with newsgroup message listings so that a user may select a desired message, 
wherein the user is then presented with said message). 

Regarding claims 60 and 153, Alexander, Farris, and Yen disclose the 
method and system of claims 53 and 146, wherein the other content is comprised 
of text (commercials for products and 'services include text). 
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Regarding claims 61, 62, 154, and 155, Alexander, Farris, and Yen 
disclose the method and system of claims 53 and 146, wherein the other content • 
is comprised of video [graphics] (Alexander, col. 4, lines 28-34). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dominic Saltarelli whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7302. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 9:00am - 
6:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Miller can be reached on (571) 272-7353. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

DS 
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